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ENG 1060:  Writing about Community Health 
 

 

ENG 1060 (“Stand-Alone” Sections) 

 1060.022: T/R 11-12:15, Dial 153 

 1060.033, T/R 12:30-1:45, Dial 153 
 
ENG 1060 (“Plus One” Section) 

 1060.019, T/R 9:30-10:45, Dial 153 
 
Students enrolled in ENG 1060.016, the “Plus One” class, 
must also be enrolled in one of the following sections of 
ENG 1030: 

 1030.721, W 12:20-1:10, Dial 147 

 1030.722, W 1:25-2:15, Dial 217 

 1030.723, W 2:30-3:20, Dial 150 

Instructor: Dundee Lackey 
(dundee.lackey@uncp.edu) 

Office: Dial 239c (910-521-6430) 
Office Hours: TR 2-4, W 3:30-4:30, and by app’t. 

 

Course Website 

This syllabus contains an introduction to and an overview of the work we will do together in this class, as 
well as course policies and procedures. It is a mission statement, and a contract between you and me, 
clarifying the goals and expectations of this course. You are expected to be familiar with the contents 
of our syllabus; read it carefully. 

This document does not provide complete information on day-to-day plans, such as reading and 
homework assignments. For the “day to day” part of things—class plans, reading assignments, 
homework, writing project handouts, and more--please consult our course website, located at: 
http://eng1060s2012.wordpress.com. Familiarize yourself with this site, and check it regularly. 

Course Theme 

In this section of English 1060, you will explore research and writing practices and processes while 
participating in an investigation of health issues in Scotland, Hoke and Robeson Counties. You will be 
taught how to interview families in the area to gather "oral histories" about their access to medical care 
and their experiences with obtaining the medical care they need. From this starting point, you’ll choose 
a related research interest of your own to research and write about. While our theme—community 
health and literacy-- and our shared readings give us a shared topic for exploration, the real subject of 
the class is writing and improving the critical thinking and information literacy skills that will enable you 
to research, read and write more effectively.  

Course Objectives 

English 1060 places students in a context for research by providing readings that invite students into an 
ongoing conversation in which they explore contesting perspectives in order to make their own 
contribution to that ongoing conversation. 

Within this context, students will continue to cultivate rhetorical reading practices; learn to develop a 
research question; locate and evaluate sources; negotiate differing perspectives;  synthesize and 
integrate sources ethically; arrive at a claim through logical reasoning; and argue the claim in 
rhetorically effective forms. 
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Students entering 1060 should be able to: 
 paraphrase accurately 
 incorporate source material with their own ideas 
 use sources ethically 
 recognize the elements of an argument: claims, reasoning, and assumptions. 

 
Outcomes: 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

 understand that reading, writing and research are all recursive processes. 
 analyze a text’s purpose, audience, genre, and context. 
 analyze arguments by identifying claims and reasoning. 
 develop a research question that allows for the creation of their own knowledge about a 

subject. 
 locate credible sources in various genres appropriate to their projects using library resources 

and technologies. 
 draw  conclusions about their research questions by exploring and synthesizing sources. 
 articulate conclusions in rhetorically appropriate ways. 

(ENG 1050 outcomes are implicit in 1060. A full listing of these outcomes is located at 
http://www.uncp.edu/et/writing/outcomes.htm.) 

Required Materials 

A copy of The Little Brown Handbook is not required, but it will be useful to you throughout this course 
(and others which will require writing). 
 
You will need to purchase (or otherwise negotiate access to) a digital audio recorder.  

 Why? The ability to provide a digital audio file of your oral history interview (portfolio 1) is 
required. You will also need one CD or DVD (which depends on what kind of burner you have in 
the computer you’re working on) to hand in your oral history interview and summary. 

 Some of you may find that you already own a handheld device capable of recording lengthy 
audio files and exporting them as high quality MP3 files. With appropriate microphones, many I-
pods and cell phones have these capabilities.  

 If you do not already have such a device, you may purchase a digital audio recorder at the 
university bookstore, or through any local or online retail outlet offering a good selection of 
gadgets and gizmos (i.e. Best Buy, Office Max, Radio Shack, Wal-Mart, and the like). A good 
digital audio recorder will run approximately $30 to $50, and will prove useful in unexpected 
ways beyond this course. Whichever model you choose, make sure it has a USB port to easily 
transfer files to your computer. 

 
Additionally, you will find helpful: 

 A notebook or folder with pockets, and a good supply of paper to use for in-class writing on the 
days we are NOT in a computer lab.  

 A good dictionary. 

 A good thesaurus. 

 Good data back-up habits! It is frustrating for you to lose and have to recreate final drafts. Late 
work can also lower your course grade. Further, because this course honors the writing process, 
you MUST maintain copies of your work at different stages in the drafting process. If you draft 
on paper, set up a folder system to keep copies of successive drafts, as well as peer review 
comments given and received. As you move into drafting on a computer, you’ll need to do the 
same.  (I simply save the current project under a new file name each time I open it to work on it, 

http://www.uncp.edu/et/writing/outcomes.htm
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like so: dl_project1_sept19.doc becomes dl_project1_sept20.doc.) Also: you will want to have a 
thumb drive or other means for backing up your work, and do so regularly.  

 A means of checking your UNCP email, and our website, regularly. This is REALLY important: I 
will communicate via email with the class, and with you individually, frequently.  

 Finally, it is impossible to make all homework assignments for the semester NOW. You need, 
then, to check the daily plans page on our website at least weekly to see what you’ll need to get 
done in the upcoming week. (…and don’t print this page out out once and expect it to remain 
the same….) Daily plans are linked to our course website. 

Reading Assignments 

The fact that we have no required text does NOT mean we have no required readings. We will make use 
of a number of digitally-available texts. Our reading schedule is posted on the website. Readings are due 
on the date listed. You MUST bring your readings to class as an aid in discussion, so if they’re digital, 
print them out!  
 
Remember, your participation in class activities and discussions directly relates to 15% of your final 
course grade.  

Your Course Grade 

You will complete several writing assignments. Each links to and supports the next. Most assignments 
will have their start in class, and progress outside of class is expected. More specific requirements for 
each assignment will be presented in class and on our website as each is introduced. In-class writings, 
peer collaborations, and peer reviews throughout the prewriting, writing, editing, and even “post-
writing” processes for each formal assignment will require that you come prepared to participate fully, 
ready to collaborate with fellow writers in each class having completed the reading and/or writing 
assignment due for each class meeting.   

Your course grade will be the sum of:  

 Participation: 15% (This includes completion of homework, in-class writing, participation in 
online and class discussions and peer revision sessions, and the like. Because these items are 
meant to support your work on course goals and major writing assignments, missed work 
cannot be made up.) 

 In-class presentation and supporting materials: 10%  

 Portfolio 1: Oral History Interview & Supporting Documents + Reflective Overview, 25% 

 Portfolio 2: Annotated Bibliography & Review of Literature + Reflective Overview, 25% 

 Portfolio 3: Research-based multimodal argument + Reflective Overview, 25% 

You will receive MUCH more information on each assignment, as well as the evaluation criteria, as the 
course progresses; you will, in fact, have a hand in developing the criteria I will use to grade your work. 
In general, however, your work will be graded on your focus, development and arrangement of ideas, 
use of research, attention to audience, appropriateness and correctness of language use, and 
integration of visual and design elements as appropriate to the form or genre of the writing project. 

Please note that, while attendance is not noted above, it IS a major factor in your grade. Your 
participation in class activities is vital to your success in this course: because of this, excessive absences 
will result in an F, as explained below. Reading responses, discussion postings, and activities specifically 
designed to take place during classes cannot be made up after the fact. Despite this, if you miss a class, 
it's a good idea to visit that day's class plan and work through any activities you missed, as these are 
designed to help you work up to, and succeed in, each writing project. 
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Attendance and Participation 

The process of becoming a more critical and effective reader and writer takes time and engagement. 
You’ll need to read and write a bit every day, all term, in order to be a fully engaged learner in this class. 
In addition to thorough, regular preparation for class-- processes that directly relate to 15% of your 
grade, and also support your success in written assignments-- your regular attendance is required and 
expected.  

Because of these considerations, every absence over four [4]--excused or not—may result in a ½ letter 
grade deduction to your final grade. These allowable absences should not be viewed as available “free 
days off” but should be “banked” until you need to use them.  

If you must miss a class because of illness or emergency, you should come to class fully prepared to 
participate upon your return; you will find the website helpful in this regard.  

If you encounter extraordinary circumstances (serious illness, travel as a representative of the 
university...) that require individual reconsideration of this attendance policy, please let me know. 

Tardiness and Leaving Early 

I expect that you will arrive on time, ready to work, and stay for the entire class session each day. 
Coming in late and leaving early is unprofessional and doing so habitually is discourteous, at the very 
least. Because this behavior also intrudes upon your own and other students' right to learn, arrival more 
than ten minutes after the start of class OR after the attendance sheet has been signed (whichever 
occurs first) will be counted as an absence. That said, if you arrive late you should nevertheless stay and 
participate in class so you do not miss more than you already have. Our in-class activities are designed to 
help you succeed. In-class work that is missed may NOT be made up. 

Peer Response 

Because peer response is an important part of the course and contributes to your development as a 
writer, your grade will be impacted if you are absent for the in-class peer evaluation, come to a peer 
review class session without a draft, or do not complete other peer evaluation activities (e.g., online 
sessions). In other words, participating in peer response activities and handing your papers in on time 
are vital to your success in this class.  

Late Work 

Late writing projects, whether due online or face-to-face, will NOT be accepted 
for full credit. 

 If late work is unavoidable, please understand: 1) only ONE late writing project will be accepted from 
you this term; 2) you will be penalized one full letter grade for each day the work is late; and 3) late 
work must be completed before the next major writing assignment is due. You must complete all major 
assignments to receive a passing grade in this course.  

Please realize that late or missing work impedes your ability to participate in learning experiences and 
progress with the rest of the class, and may, in fact, make it impossible for you to succeed. I understand, 
however, that certain exceptional circumstances may require individual re-negotiations of these 
policies; please do feel free to talk with me if such circumstances arise for you during the semester.  

I look forward to our time together; and set these ground rules to create as much space and time as 
possible to concentrate on your needs as readers, writers, and researchers, as well as to encourage you 
to build good work habits, which will benefit you in many ways throughout your lives.  
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Turning Things In 

You may choose to begin drafting your writing projects on a computer, or on paper; however, at some 
stage in the drafting process your work must be generated on the computer. At this point, you are 
expected to use standard one-inch margins, and to type in a legible, 12-point font. Please double space. 
All work must include your name, and MUST have a descriptive title. (Please refrain from titling your 
work “Project 1.”) Major projects will be turned in electronically. 

Informal writing assignments and reading responses will sometimes be composed in class, on paper. At 
other times, they are expected to be posted online before class. The “daily class plans” page on our 
website should help you keep track of what’s due, when, and where.  

Reflective Overview  

Your final portfolio must contain a reflective overview—a sort of cover letter in which you unpack the 
“invisible” work and learning processes that helped you complete the written products presented. We 
will discuss these more in class, but in general: 

The purpose of a reflective document is to explain to your readers your work and learning (considering 
both processes and products). This piece is meant to help you demonstrate your performance as a 
learner/researcher/writer, but also to help your reader understand the kinds of work, engagement and 
learning that you went through. 

Report on and evaluate the different processes you used in various parts/stages of each assignment, 
explore what and how you learned, and evaluate whether what you've done/learned will be (or not be) 
useful to you (for this class and others, and in your day-to-day life). Remember to be more than 
descriptive about your work—be reflective and analytical. Explain the text(s) you've created. How? 
Why? What works? What doesn't? 

Include a section in your reflective overview that serves as self-assessment. Based on the expectations 
for the project/the course, what grade do you think it should earn, and why? Please list concrete 
reasons (from the critical thinking and information literacy skills rubrics, which we'll be working with this 
term; the goals of the course; and/or from the rubric for the current writing project) explaining why this 
grade is appropriate.  

Because it is such an important piece of writing, this reflective overview will be the result of multiple 
drafts and peer review. It will represent careful, college level writing. It is more than a description. It is 
also an analysis and an evaluation. One way to think of the purpose of your overview is to persuade 
readers that your performance for the period of the project should be evaluated in a certain way, 
earning a certain grade, with ample reasons to support your claims. Obviously, with this much to 
accomplish, the overview is important. Effective overviews will be several pages long, well organized, 
clear.  

The Temptations of Technology 

Whenever possible, we will meet in a computer lab. If you have a laptop, you are more than welcome to 
bring this to each class meeting. Access to technology greatly benefits our work, as this allows us to 
write in the ways that mirror our “real” work practices--with access to a variety of meaning-making and 
informational tools that help us explore the boundaries of what is expected and possible. The beauty of 
the lab, then, is that you CAN multitask, reading and writing and researching and publishing and (et 
cetera!) right there at your computer.  

These tools, as well as those available to you on your own devices (including cell phones, I-pods, and 
more) can, however, easily slip from being tools to being toys that distract you from the work of this 
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class. I expect that you will spend your class time engaged in the work of THIS class. You are welcome to 
use whatever tools are available to you to accomplish that; however: 

 Please refrain from exploring unrelated websites, random Facebooking, checking your email, 
doing work/research for other courses, chatting with online friends, YouTubing, and (etc. etc. 
etc.).  

 Please silence your cell phones and other noise-making gadgets before class begins. You MAY 
use your phone to research, take notes (etc.), but texting, game playing, and the like are NOT 
permitted during class time. 

 Please refrain from using your MP3 player during lectures and group activities. 

Diversity, Academic Freedom, and Civil Discourse 

In a diverse setting such as a college campus, we come into contact, perhaps for the first time, with 
people who may be different from ourselves in terms of their identities, whether that be defined by 
their race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and/or religion. This is a tremendous opportunity for us 
to learn from and about each other.  

However, because of our diverse backgrounds and life experiences, because writing is our thoughts 
made public, and because so much of our course is discussion based, it is quite possible that we will 
disagree from time to time with other members of our community. I ask that early on we have a 
discussion establishing ground rules and a code of civil discourse. All members of our community will be 
held accountable for treating each member, and their ideas, with respect. We should approach our 
disagreements as chances to learn logic, argumentation, critical thinking skills, and people skills.  

Respecting and accepting difference is vital to your success in this class, on this campus, and in the 
global community.  

Academic Integrity 

A note about academic honesty and plagiarism from the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs: 
“By accepting admission to the University of North Carolina at Pembroke, each student also accepts the 
standards of conduct, both in the classroom and outside it, of the UNCP community. One of the most 
important of these standards is academic honesty. You are expected to know what the Academic Honor 
Code says and to apply the provisions of that Code to your conduct at the University.” The Academic 
Honor Code is also published in the Student Handbook and on the web at 
http://www.uncp.edu/sa/pol_pub/honor_code.htm. 

Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s words or ideas as one’s own. The normal penalty for a 
first offense is failure of the class, not simply the plagiarized assignment. Violations of the Academic 
Honor Code can also result in dismissal from UNCP. This class will help you learn to develop your own 
ideas and to respect them as worthy of others’ attention and understanding. Take advantage of this 
opportunity to develop your own voice. You will learn how to integrate yours with other “written” voices 
in Composition I and II. 

As the Academic Honor Code implies and the open and collaborative nature of this course requires, the 
success of this class will depend in large measure on the “good citizenship” of everyone in it. Your 
commitment to the class and your thoughtful, encouraging, and fair contributions to it will help every 
one of us succeed.  

To learn more about plagiarism, explore the resources located at: 
http://www.uncp.edu/tlc/presentations/plagiarism/learning.htm. 

http://www.uncp.edu/sa/pol_pub/honor_code.htm
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UNCP Religious Holiday Policy Statement 

The University of North Carolina at Pembroke has a legal and moral obligation to accommodate all 
students who must be absent from classes or miss scheduled exams in order to observe religious 
holidays; we must be careful not to inhibit or penalize these students for exercising their rights to 
religious observance.   To accommodate students’ religious holidays, each student will be allowed two 
excused absences each semester with the following conditions: 

1. Students, who submit written notification to their instructors within two weeks of the 
beginning of the semester, shall be excused from class or other scheduled academic activity 
to observe a religious holy day of their faith.  Excused absences are limited to two class 
sessions (days) per semester.   

2. Students shall be permitted a reasonable amount of time to make up tests or other work 
missed due to an excused absence for a religious observance.  

3. Students should not be penalized due to absence from class or other scheduled academic 
activity because of religious observances.    
 

A student who is to be excused from class for a religious observance is not required to provide a second-
party certification of the reason for the absence.   Furthermore, a student who believes that he or she 
has been unreasonably denied an education benefit due to religious beliefs or practices may seek 
redress through the student grievance procedure.  

Other Resources 

Disability Support Services Statement 
Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly 
to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first 
week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF 
Lowry Building, 910-521-6695. 

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support 
Services, DF Lowry Building, 910-521-6695. 

More information is available online at: http://www.uncp.edu/dss/. 

The University Writing Center: 
The UWC, located in Dial 128, “works with UNCP students at any stage in the writing process, from 
brainstorming topics to drafting, revising, and editing. UNCP students from any course or department 
are welcome. Tutors work with students on all types of writing assignments. Students are welcome to 
use Writing Center computers to draft and revise their writing. The Writing Center staff also will assist 
students with word processing, Internet searching, research formatting, and other writing and research 
skills. Writing reference texts are also available.” To make an appointment, stop by or call 910.521.6546. 
Walk-in appointments are sometimes available. For more information, visit 
http://www.uncp.edu/writing/. 
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